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First then, it is the comprehensive compendium of
the character of true Christians, that  u they are
walking by faith, and not by sight.1"    By Most men
this description is meant, not merely that forget that
they so firmly believe in the doctrine of ^ ^/y"
future rewards and punishments, as to be i^alifeof
influenced by that persuasion to adhere in faith—and
the main to the path of duty, though tempted %f *"*? ,
,    f       ,     ., ,   r	j. •  I       j.      i	j. Christians
to forsake it by present interest and present character in
gratification; but farther, that the great this respect.
truths revealed in Scripture, concerning the unseen
world, are the thoughts for the most part uppermost
in their minds, and about which habitually their
hearts are most interested. This state of mind con-
tributes, if the expression may be allowed, to rectify the
illusions of vision, to bring forward into nearer view
those eternal things, which from their remoteness
are apt to be either wholly overlooked, or to appear
but faintly in the utmost bounds of the horizon; and
to remove backward, and reduce to their true com-
parative dimensions, the objects of the present life,
which are apt to fill the human eye, assuming a false
magnitude from their vicinity. The true Christian
knows from experience, however, that the former are
apt to fade from the sight, and the latter again to swell
on it. He makes it therefore his continual care to
preserve those just and enlightened views, which
through Divine mercy he has obtained. Not that he
will retire from that station in the world which Pro-
vidence seems to have appointed him to fill: he will
be active in the business of life, and enjoy its com-
forfcs with moderation and thankfulness ; but he will
not be " totus in illis," he will not give up his whole
soul to them, they will be habitually subordinate in
his estimation to objects of more importance. This
awful truth has sunk deep into his mind, that " the
things which are seen are temporal, but the things

